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Start of Year Arrangements 2025  
The college office opens on Monday 20th January for parent 
enquiries. The start of year arrangements for students are as follows:  

Wednesday 29th January 
All Year 9 students and Year 10-13 students who are new enrolments 
to Rangitoto College for 2025 are asked to meet at the flagpole, in 
front of the school (entrance off East Coast Road) before 9:00 am.  

9:00 am-10:00 am - Pōwhiri for all new students 

10:00 am-1:00 pm - Orientation with Tutor Teachers and Peer Support 
Leaders for all new students 

1:00 pm-3:00 pm - Year 9 Connections Summit  

9:00 am-1:00 pm - Course consultation available for all returning Year 
10-13 students who may wish to change subjects.  

Thursday 30th January 
All students return with staggered start times: 
Year 9 - 9:00 am start for Tutor Class (3:00 pm finish)  
Year 10 - 9:00 am start for Assembly (1:00 pm finish)  
Year 11 - 10:00 am start for Assembly (1:00 pm finish)  
Year 12 - 10:45 am start for Assembly (1:00 pm finish)  
Year 13 - 11:30 am start for Assembly (1:00 pm finish)  

Friday 31st January 
All students begin at 8:40 am for Tutor class and then a full timetable 
will run for the day. (Day 1 timetable)

A detailed calendar with all planned events can be viewed here. 

Important Dates
Meet the Teacher 
As part of the welcome to Rangitoto College, parents of Year 9 
students have the opportunity to ‘Meet the Teacher’. Parents are 
invited to attend this evening and meet with their child’s Tutor 
Teacher, Core Subject Teachers (English, Maths, Science and Junior 
Social Science). The evening will begin in the school auditorium 
where you will also have the opportunity to meet with the Year 9 
Deans and members of the Senior Leadership Team.   

Year 9 Meet the Teacher -  Early Term 1, TBC      

Parent Interviews 
At the beginning of Term Two there will be Parent Teacher Interviews 
for all year levels. You will be notified of these evenings via an email 
home. The email will contain details on how to access the online 
booking system,  including the password needed to start the process. 
You will receive this email approximately two to three weeks prior to 
these dates. In 2024, you can book to meet with your child’s teachers 
over two different dates between the hours of 2:20 - 7:00 pm. 

Term 1, TBC  

Kotahitanga Day
Kotahitanga represents unity, togetherness and solidarity of people. 
This day is designed to develop the unity and togetherness of our 
Year 9 Students, setting them up for a successful year at the college. 
Tutor classes will compete in fun, challenging activities aimed at 
bringing people together to overcome challenges. Kotahitanga Day 
will be held early in Term 1. 

Term Dates

TERM DATES
HALF  
DAYS WEEKS

1 29th Jan - 11th Apr 108 10.5 weeks  |  Waitangi Day - 6th Feb 

2 28th Apr - 27th Jun 86 9 weeks  |  King’s Birthday - 2nd Jun  |  Matariki 20th Jun

3 14th Jul - 19th Sep 98 10 weeks  |  Rangi Day - 29th Aug (School Closed)

4 6th Oct - 5th Dec (Friday) 88 9 weeks  |  Labour Day - 27th Oct
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Getting Ready to Start
To get your school year off to the best start, we have highlighted 
some important information that you will need to know. Arriving on 
your first day prepared, ensures that you will get the most out of the 
experience.

Uniform
At Rangitoto College students are expected to take pride in their 
appearance. The college has three uniforms. Junior (Year 9 and 10), 
Senior (Year 11 and 12) and Year 13. Everything you need to know 
about uniforms, including expectations, where to purchase and what 
is required for each year level, can be viewed here. 

Lost Property
It is important that all uniform (including school jacket) and property 
(hop cards, mobile phones, bags, headphones, etc.) are named. 
Students should visit the Student Window located in the Dean’s area 
if they have misplaced an item. If the item is named, it is able to be 
returned to students. 

Course Cost, Donation and Stationery 
From December 2024 to February 2025 Stationery, Course Related 
Costs, Student ID Cards and Donations can be paid by clicking here.  
Once student timetables are finalised from late February 2025 onwards, 
payments can be made on www.rangitoto.school.nz by selecting 
Parent Portal. Sign in using your Username and Password which will be 
issued to you at the start of the year. Detailed information regarding 
course costs and payments can be viewed here. 

Buses/ Transport 
Detailed information about how buses work at Rangitoto College 
including bus routes, costs and providers can be viewed here. School 
buses will be running from Thursday 30th January. For the first few 
days, college staff will be visible at the bus bay to support students 
catching the correct bus. Students may also choose to use a public 
bus to travel to and from school. If you are going to be dropping off 
your child to school, you will not be able to access the top carpark 
from East Coast Road, this is not a drop off zone. You will need to 
drop your child off in either neighbouring streets or at the bottom 

carpark, accessible from Graham Collins Drive. Where possible, 
students are encouraged to walk, cycle or scooter to school. Bikes 
and scooters can be parked in a dedicated bike bay which is located 
on the number 1 field side of D block. 

Expectations 
At Rangitoto College, we are committed to developing a strong set 
of values in students.  Students are expected to behave responsibly 
and follow the expectation and authority of the college. We expect 
students to behave with courtesy and respect towards each other 
and towards members of the college staff and visitors. At Rangitoto 
College, there are a clear set of values that students are expected to 
display on a daily basis. These values are Respect, Integrity, Courage, 
Excellence and Pride. The college’s behavourial expectations can be 
viewed here. 

Cell Phones 
Cell phones are to be turned off and placed in school bags before 
entry into the school gates. Phones are not to be used by students 
on site between 8:00 am and 3:20 pm (the exit bell for the day signals 
the use of cell pones for students). Cell phones are to remain off and 
out of sight at all times. If phones are brought to school, they must 
be kept in the student’s own school bag.
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Your First Day
Starting at Rangitoto College is an exciting time, mixed in with a few 
nerves. The college works hard to ensure that you have a positive 
experience on your first day and beyond. Below is an outline on what 
the first day will look like.  

Year 9 / New to School Year 10 - 13 First Day
When - All new students to the college start on Wednesday 29th 
January at 9 am. This includes all Year 9 Students, and new Year 10 - 
13 students.

Where - All students should meet at the flagpole in front of the 
auditorium/reception. You will be warmly welcomed into the school 
with a Powhiri. This will be followed by an assembly. At this assembly, 
you will meet the Principal, Patrick Gale, the Deputy Principal in charge 
of Year 9, Olivia Newman, the Year 9 Deans and your Tutor Teacher 
and Class. 

What to expect - Year 9 - After you have been welcomed to the 
college with the powhiri and assembly you will head off to your 
tutor class with your tutor teacher. Once in your tutor class you 
will meet your Year 13 Peer Support Leaders. Your Tutor Teacher 
and Peer Support Leaders will then continue to welcome you with 
orientation. This includes going over your timetables, exploring 
the school grounds, finding out where you need to go, where your 
classrooms are, and getting to know your new classmates. You will 
also have interval and lunch break times, where you can meet up 
with friends and continue to explore the school or just relax in your 
new surroundings. On your first day of school, it is only students who 
are new to the school that are present. The day will end with the Year 
9 Connections Summit where you will be introduced to the various 
clubs and sports that the college offers.

What to expect - Year 10-13 new to school - Following the 
powhiri, you will begin your orientation which will cover  everything 
you need to know before attending classes at the appropriate 
staggered times the following day.  Remember, your first full day of 
school is Friday 31st January. 

What to wear - On the first day, please wear your new school 
uniform with pride. If it is warm, you do not need to wear your 
jumper/cardigan or jacket. This includes Year 9 students and all new 
to school Year 10-13. 

What to bring - On the first day you will not need all of your 
stationery. We recommend that you bring the following with you. 
Lunch (including water) - Your device - and a pen and paper.

Tuckshop - The tuckshop below the Library will be open for any 
student wishing to purchase (eftpos/cash) their lunch. 

Current Year 10-13 
All students who are returning to school have their first day on 
Thursday 30th January. Students are back at school at staggered 
times. 

Year 10 - 9:00 am start for Assembly (1:00 pm finish)  

Year 11 - 10:00 am start for Assembly (1:00 pm finish)  

Year 12 - 10:45 am start for Assembly (1:00 pm finish)  

Year 13 - 11:30 am start for Assembly (1:00 pm finish)  

Any student who may wish to change their course for 2025 should 
see their Dean between the hours of 9:00 am and 1:00 pm.
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How We Do Things 
There are a range of systems that the college uses that support the 
day to day running of the school. Listed below are some of the more 
important systems for parents to be aware of.

Usernames and passwords are provided to parents and students by 
email in late January.

PCSchool Parent Portal 
The PCSchool portal is a key platform for parents and students.  It 
provides student information (attendance, reports, etc.) and provides 
parents with access to justify absences, make payments, etc.

RangiNet 
RangiNet is an online environment where students and parents 
can access a range of resources and content to enhance learning. 
Students and parents can access links to documents with specific 
interest to various year levels. Course outlines, assessment schedules 
and study and revision resources can also be accessed. 

Timetable - Period Structure 
At Rangitoto, the timetable spans 6 days so that classes do not occur 
at the same time each week. The day number can be found on the 
school calendar. Classes on any given day e.g. Day 1 always occurs at 
the same time but Day 1 cycles through different days of the week 
throughout the year. 

Every school day has 5 periods and starts with tutor time, this is 
followed by two 1 hour periods then a 20 min interval. After the 
interval break  is the middle block, this is made up of a longer 80 
min period and a shorter 40 min period. Following this is lunch with 
a final 1 hour period to finish the day.  The image (right) shows the 
view that students and parents see in the PCSchool portal - each 
school day can be read from left to right. 
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ID Cards
All students are required to have an ID card and these will be issued 
after Class and ID photos are taken on the 11th and 12th of February. 
The Student ID Card is purchased as part of the stationery order. 
It is required for identification purposes, to release printing on 
devices located throughout the campus and to open various access 
controlled doors including lifts and some bathrooms.

Attendance, Absence and Leave
Attending school is directly linked to improved educational 
performance which should in turn lead to further learning 
opportunities. Rangitoto College’s preference is for parents/
guardians to use the PCSchool App or PCSchool Parent Portal to 
explain student absences. Detailed information for both parents and 
students regarding  Attendance, Lateness, Absence and applying for 
leave can be viewed here. 

Change of Details 
It is important that the school has up to date phone and email 
contact information to ensure that communication can be made 
quickly and accurately. You can check your contact information on 
the PCSchool Parent Portal. If any changes need to be made, please 
email info@rangtitoto.school.nz 

How the school can help your child 
We know the importance of providing every student with the 
support they need to engage in successful learning. Our students 
flourish in the caring, safe environment with a wide range of services 
and resources to ensure that they make the most of their time at the 
college – both academically and personally.

Peer Support
The peer support program at the college helps to welcome and 
develop a sense of belonging to the college for our Year 9 students. It 
connects selected and trained Year 13 students with Year 9 students 

Each coloured box gives specific information relating to the class for that 
period. 

Period 1 - Year 9 Electronics from 9.00 am to 10.00 am in classroom D11 
with Mr Gardiner 

Note: Class G1 is a particular group of students.
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regularly during planned and structured sessions throughout Term 1. 
For Year 9 students, the program creates a unique relationship with 
a senior student and another person they can go to for advice and 
support. 

Tutor Teacher 
The Tutor Teacher is an important person for all students at the 
college. You will see your Tutor Teacher at least once every day 
during Tutor Time and you will quickly develop a relationship with 
them. The role of a Tutor Teacher is to support and guide students 
as they transition into college. They are the first and best person for 
students and parents to speak to or email  if you have any questions 
or concerns.

Dean 
There are three Deans at each year level as well as two International 
Deans. The Deans are responsible for overseeing pastoral care and 
academic engagement for all students. Students and parents who 
have any concerns or questions that the Tutor Teacher can not help 
with, should contact the appropriate Dean. Contact details for Deans 
can be viewed here. 

Careers 
Advice and counselling for careers is available for students through 
our experienced Careers Department. Year 12 and 13 students can 
book a one to one counselling session and all other students are 
encouraged to visit the Careers Centre before school, break times and 
after school. 

Learning Support
Students with additional needs whether they be mobility, learning or 
other issues, are supported to achieve their potential by a dedicated 
team working both in the learning centre and the wider school. 

Guidance Counsellors 
Sometimes students at the college require the services of our four 
qualified guidance counsellors for a range of issues. Private and 
confidential sessions can be arranged for all students at all levels. 
Students may self refer, or are referred by teachers, deans, senior 
leadership staff or parents. For parents to make a referral they 
should contact the appropriate Dean. Access to further information 
including how to book an appointment can be viewed here. 

Health Centre
If students feel unwell during the day they should  present 
themselves to the schools Health Centre before going home. The 
Health Centre is staffed by a full time registered nurse who will 
contact parents/guardians when required. For a student to go home 
due to illness, it is a legal requirement that the nurse contacts home 
first.

Who to Contact
In most cases your first point of contact for any queries or concerns 
should go to your child’s Tutor Teacher. To email them, type their first 
name, full stop, last name, then @rangitoto.school.nz. If your child’s 
tutor teacher is Mary Smith, the email address would be  
mary.smith@rangitoto.school.nz Alternatively, you can also contact 
the college at info@rangitoto.school.nz 
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Keeping in Touch  
With What’s Happening 
School Calendar 
Rangitoto College is a busy school community with a wide range of 
events happening across the school. To stay up to date with all that 
is happening you can view the school calendar here.  The school 
calendar details the planned events and activities across the school. 

Rangitoto College Website 
Rangitoto College’s website is a great source of up to date content 
and information. Use the search function on the home screen to find 
what you are looking for. The search function is located in the top 
right hand corner next to the menu. Simply click on this and type in 
the key word/s.  

Vista 
Vista is the school’s digital newsletter that is emailed to families at 
the end of each term. It contains information about school activities, 
student achievements, term and examination dates, Parents’ Evenings 
and other matters of interest to parents and guardians.

Community Newsletter  
The community newsletter is a publication that is sent to parents via 
email from the Principal as required. It informs parents of important 
updates and information about up and coming events and 
opportunities, as well as some logistical details. 

Daily Notices 
Daily notices are a key resource to communicate activities and 
events to the students. Students are encouraged to read these to 
get an understanding of what is happening around the college, and 
also to ensure that they attend any meetings related to the activity 
that they belong to or would like to join. Daily notices are available 
electronically to all students and parents and are often a focus during 
tutor time. Copies of the daily notices can be viewed here as well as 
through RangiNet and the Parent Portal. 

Social Media
A great way to keep in touch with everything that is happening and 
up and coming at the college is through its various social media 
platforms. Please follow us on Instagram and Facebook.

You can also find more content and celebrations here:

Facebook - Performing Arts 

Facebook - Sport 

Instagram - Sport 
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programme and develop their leadership skills. Servant leadership 
in the college is grown through our student leadership teams for 
students from year 10 to 13. Further information on these teams can 
be viewed here. 

Service 
Through voluntary service, you can develop a sense of giving back. 
From the welfare of animals and tree planting, to building houses in 
Cambodia and caring for the environment, there is something for 
everyone in our variety of service opportunities. Try something new 
and contribute to making a positive difference in our community. For 
inspiration and details on service opportunities can be viewed here. 

Getting  
Yourself Involved 
Sports 
Rangitoto College offers an extensive range of sporting opportunities 
with over 30 sports on offer. Students are encouraged to unlock 
their potential and expand their talents. Students are encouraged to 
participate in sport throughout their time at the college and can do 
so competitively, or socially. More details about Sport at Rangitoto 
College can be viewed here. 

Performing Arts 
Performing Arts at Rangitoto College challenges and inspires 
students to fulfil their potential in any Performing Arts discipline or 
genre. It provides diverse opportunities for students to participate 
and perform. Co-curricular programmes cater for a wide range of 
ages and abilities. More details about Performing Arts can be viewed 
here. 

Clubs 
There’s something for everyone. With over 50 extracurricular clubs 
and activities every student’s interest and passions are catered for. 
From service and Shakespare, to esports and the environment. 
Rangitoto College encourages students to get involved in the wider 
aspects of school life. Developing lifelong skills and friendships. More 
details about clubs and activities can be viewed here. 

Leadership
At Rangitoto College we believe all students have the ability to 
lead. We have an inclusive and distributed leadership programme 
that begins in Year 9 with a focus on leading self. Through self 
identifying as a leader, or being identified as a leader in sports, arts, 
service, academia  or culture; students are encouraged to join our 
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Rangitoto  
Summit Diploma
The Rangitoto Summit Diploma is an award that is aimed at 
supporting and challenging students to make the most of their Junior 
years.  It aligns with the school values with specific curriculum and 
non-curriculum areas to create an aspirational diploma that allows 
students to be the best that they can be. There are six categories and 
three levels in the Rangitoto Summit Diploma: students must attain 
five of the six categories to be awarded the diploma at each level.

Levels  
White (first level) - Red (second level) - Blue (highest level) 

Categories 
Academic Achievement - Academic Progress - Extracurricular 
Activities - Service or Leadership - Attendance - Behaviour

Students who are awarded the Rangitoto Summit Diploma develop 
the skills, personal attributes and knowledge to be successful in the 
senior school and life beyond the college. Further detail about the 
Rangitoto Summit Diploma can be viewed here. 
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School Maps
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Blocks
Blocks are labelled using a single letter e.g. A Block, B Block, etc.

Departments 
Departments are generally located in the same block.

A Block - Art, Health, Languages, Maori

B Block - Social Sciences

C Block - Commerce

D Block - Learning Support, Technology

E Block - English

G Block - PE

H Block - Technology

J Block - ESOL

K Block - Social Science and Health 

M Block - Mathematics

P Block - Dance, Drama

S Block - Science

The following are also located in A Block: Deans, Finance, Health 
Centre, Main Office, Student Window. 

Signage also provides direction around the school. 

Classrooms
See Student Timetable (PCSchool)

Rooms are labelled with the Block letter followed by the room number 
e.g. A5

Music rooms are in A Block and are preceded by MU e.g. MU1

Dance and Drama are in rooms PA1 - PA5
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