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Students Against Driving Drunk – SADD
On Monday 10 August, students making their way to class at the 
start of a new school week were met by chalk outlines of bodies strewn around Rangitoto 
College’s sprawling 31ha campus. The outlines, which had been drawn the night before, 
symbolised people killed or injured by drunk drivers and heralded the first activity of a 
varied campaign by the school’s 2009 SADD group. This attention-grabbing activity was 
followed later in the day with the release of 152 helium-filled balloons at lunchtime. This 
figure represented the number of under-24-year-olds killed in vehicle crashes involving 
alcohol, in 2007, as estimated by the New Zealand Transport Agency (www.ltsa.govt.nz/). 
This latter event was covered by The North Shore Times who generously allowed Vista 
to use the accompanying photograph. Other SADD activities later in the week included 
the now annual, and infamous, Scooter Races, along with Junior students attempting an 
obstacle course while wearing ‘fatal vision glasses’ that replicate the lack of vision and 
delayed reaction times experienced by those – Driving Drunk!

Article written by Suzanne Goh (Year 13)

The Real Art Roadshow

On a very foggy Saturday morning during 
the last week of Term 2, a large shiny 26-wheel truck-and-
trailer unit emerged, literally, from the mist that enveloped 
Rangitoto College and much of the ‘Shore! This dramatic 
entrance heralded the arrival of the ‘Silver Collection’ of 
the Real Art Roadshow (www.realartroadshow.co.nz/
home.html), an exhibition on wheels showcasing 64 
works of art across a variety of media by some of New 
Zealand’s foremost contemporary artists ranging from Sir 
Toss Woollaston and Colin McCahon, to John Pule and 
Harvey Benge. This particular collection also included a 
photographic image by Rangitoto College Art Alumnus, 
Marie Shannon.

The Real Art Roadshow is housed in two articulated 
trucks which travel the length and breadth of New Zealand 
to allow students to view and experience artwork that 
would often be found only in static art gallery buildings and 
museums. During the week, the exhibition hosted a large 
number of Rangitoto College Visual Arts and Art History 
students as well as students from the college’s major 
feeder schools, Murrays Bay and Northcross Intermediate 
Schools. Much of the success of the Roadshow was due 
to the behind-the-scenes organisation and promotion by 
Rangitoto College Art teacher, Ms Monica Rikken.

Senior Shakespeare – The 
Comedy Of Errors

For three nights, Rangitoto College’s 
auditorium was successfully 
transformed into the city square of 
Ephesus as an ensemble of talented 
Senior students performed William 
Shakespeare’s ‘The Comedy of Errors’. 

The play, directed by Rangitoto College 
Drama teacher, Mr Allan Roberts, revolved around two sets 
of identical twins being mistaken for one another resulting 
in great slapstick comedy action. Identical twins Mark and 
Paul Minors shone as the two Antipholus characters while 
Daniel Tomlin and Lane Twigden provided many of the comic 
shenanigans as their clown-like servants.  

37°North to 37°South of the Equator: Seoul to Auckland – Korean 
Day At Rangitoto College

On Wednesday 5 August, 
members of Rangitoto College’s large 
Korean student body joined together to 
celebrate the school’s annual and much-
anticipated Korean Day. Not only was 
this an exciting day for the participants 
and their large audience, as the photo 
shows it was also vibrant and colourful! 
It was both pleasing and inspiring to 
see the cross-cultural interest shown in 
Korean Day – an event that can only help 
to increase respect and understanding 
for one of the more than 50 different 
cultures represented amongst the 
Rangitoto College community.



14    Rangitoto College Rangitoto College    15

International Students  | VistaVista |  Results

SPORT NAME YEAR EVENT/TEAM AND LOCATION

Athletics Kerry Charlesworth 11 World Youth Athletics Championships (Italy)
Basketball Kate Alemann* 13 Australian Youth Olympics (Sydney)

Petra Dye-Hutchinson  9 Australian Junior Female (U14) Country Cup (New South Wales)
Sam King 13 World U19 Basketball Championships (Auckland)
Stefan Mandic 12 Vilagarcia Basket Cup (Spain)
Milika Nathan 13 Oceania Basketball Tournament (Saipan)
Luuk Witteveen  9 Australian Junior Male (U14) Country Cup (New South Wales)

Cycling (BMX) Duane Huxtable 12 UCI BMX World Championships (Adelaide)
Cycling (Road) Georgia Williams 11 Kowalski Junior Tour of Canberra (Canberra, Australia)
Fencing Kwok Yi Lee 10 Oceania Zone & Australian Cadet Fencing Championships (Australia)

Ming Yi Lee 12 Oceania Zone & Australian Cadet Fencing Championships (Australia)
Football Andy Bevin 12 World U17 Football Championships (Nigeria)

Jack Hobson-McVeigh* 12 World U17 Football Championships (Nigeria)
Gordon Murie (Captain)* 13 World U17 Football Championships (Nigeria)

Netball Carli Botes 13 Trans-Tasman Secondary Schools Netball Challenge (Auckland)
Softball Rhiannon Dennison 11 Australian International Friendship Series (Sydney)
Swimming Chloe Francis* 11 Junior Pan-Pacific Swimming Championships (Guam)

Alannah Jury* 13 World Open Swimming Championships (Italy)
Synchronised Swimming Fendi Thien 12 Japan Open Synchronised Swimming Championships (Japan)
Tennis Christine Foote 12 Oceania Closed Junior Tennis Championships (Fiji)
Touch Ashlynn Enosa 13 New Zealand Open Mixed Touch team
Triathlon Kelsey Sabine 13 World (18–19 years) Triathlon Championships (Gold Coast)
Volleyball (Beach) Johann Timmer 13 World Junior Beach Volleyball Championships (Turkey)
Volleyball (Indoor) Johann Timmer (Capt)* 13 Australian Junior Volleyball Championships (Queensland)
Water Polo Chelsea Geary* 11 Hawaiian Invitational Tournament (Hawaii)

Pinky Rewi-Henry* 11 Hawaiian Invitational Tournament (Hawaii)
Thomas Kearns* 13 World Junior Men’s Water Polo Championships (Croatia)
Nina Lala* 11 Hawaiian Invitational Tournament (Hawaii)
Sarah Landry* 11 Hawaiian Invitational Tournament (Hawaii)
Raelene Lombard 11 Trans-Tasman U16 Shield Series (Auckland)
Caitlin Lopes da Silva* 11 Hawaiian Invitational Tournament (Hawaii)
Kendall Moses 11 Trans-Tasman U16 Shield Series (Auckland)
Thornton Munro* 12 World Junior Men’s Water Polo Championships (Croatia)
Olivia Murphy* 11 Hawaiian Invitational Tournament (Hawaii)
Lisa Tuke 11 Hawaiian Invitational Tournament (Hawaii)
Tyler Vao 10 Trans-Tasman U15 Shield Series (Wellington)

Water Skiing Toni Atkinson 13 U17 Oz/Kiwi Challenge (Australia)
Jasmine Hiini  9 U14 Oz/Kiwi Challenge (Australia)

Yachting Alexander Dyet 11 World Laser 4.7 Youth Championships (Brazil)
George Lane 13 World Laser Radial Youth Championships (Japan)
Alexandra Maloney* 13 World Women’s Open 420 Sailing Championships (Italy)

New Zealanders are renowned for the number who travel overseas as part of the 
right of passage to adulthood which is commonly referred to as the ‘Big OE’. 

Many Rangitoto College students, however, do not even wait until they leave school before they start 
going overseas, with a select few of them doing so in the uniform of the ‘Silver Fern’ as they represent their country in various 
sporting disciplines.
As Vista #7 goes to press, 40 students have represented, or are about to represent, New Zealand in 2009 in exotic locations ranging 
from Saipan to Nigeria, Italy to Guam and Spain to Brazil.

Please note: * = students who have represented New Zealand in more than one international event in 2009.
If any current students have been left off the above list, the editors of Vista apologise and ask that the Rangitoto College Sports 
Department be contacted so that their database can be updated prior to the 2009 Rangitoto College Sports Awards in Term 4.

Dan Yi and Yitao Yan

On Thursday 6 August two of the 
school’s international students took 
part in the Rangitoto College Piano 
Competition. 

Dan Yi (Year 12) played Celebrate Our New Life by 
Wanghua Chu in the Senior Section. In the same section, 
Yitao Yan (Year 13) gave a wonderful performance of Chopin’s 
Fantasie Impromptu to secure second place.

Junbo Zeng
Hailing from china, Junbo 
Zeng’s (Year 13) mathematical skills have 
quickly become apparent to not only the 
Rangitoto College Mathematics department, 
but also The University of Auckland. At the 
recent Maths Olympiad competition, Junbo 
secured the highest grade of the Rangitoto 
College contingent. Furthermore, earlier in the year Junbo 
participated in the Eton Press Casio Senior Mathematics 
Competition and his grade was so high that his paper 
was submitted for consideration for an overall prize. These 
achievements, while also coming to terms with coping with 
living in a new country and studying in a second language, 
saw Junbo acknowledged at the Term 3 Rangitoto College 
PTA Achievers’ Breakfast.

Oshukan Junior High School

During the first week of August, 
Rangitoto College hosted a group of 
32 students from Oshukan Junior High 
School, in Tokyo, Japan. 

For many of these students, it was the 
first time they had been to New Zealand. They came with 
the Vice-principal and a teacher from Oshukan Junior High 
School. During their time here, the group went to the Auckland 
Museum and experienced a Maori Cultural Performance. They 
finished their time at Rangitoto College with presentations 
and a farewell party. Many of the host families took part in 
the farewell celebrations.

Rangitoto College Principal Mr David Hodge and the 
International Student Department Director – Mrs Robbie 
Pickford have since visited Oshukan Junior High School 
during a marketing trip to Japan.

It is amazing where Rangitoto College drink bottles turn up 
– this one is in the staffroom of Oshukan Junior High School 
in Japan.
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Sara Salman (Left 2001)
As this issue of Vista goes to press, Sara will be starting her 
second month of study at the City University of New York as 
a Fullbright New Zealand General Graduate Award Scholar. 
Sara will complete a PhD in Sociology with a particular focus 
on immigrant communities in the United States following the 
9/11 terrorist attacks.

The Fullbright Scholarship programme is the world’s largest 
bi-national educational scheme. Since New Zealand’s 
involvement began in 1948, over 1300 Kiwis have travelled 
to the United States for postgraduate studies. At the same 
time, an almost similar number of American students have 
travelled down under to complete their university studies. 
(Photo with thanks to www.fullbright.org.nz)

Rhys Millen (left 1989)
After leaving Rangitoto College, Rhys moved to the United 
States to live with his famous car-racing father, Rod Millen. 
Following a similar motor-sport path, Rhys formed a team/
company called Rhys Millen Racing and competed in rally 

and hill-climb events such as the 
Pikes Peak International Hill Climb 
in Colorado. Rhys then took up the 
sport of ‘drifting’ and late last year 
won The Red Bull Drifting World 
Championship at the Port of Long 
Beach in California. In 2009, Rhys 
has continued to compete in both 
drifting and hill-climb events using 
a Red Bull-sponsored Hyundai 
Genesis Coupe.

Lara Johansen (left 2003)
In mid-July, Lara received 
the Lowndes Jordan Prize 
in Corporate Legal Studies 
from The University of 
Auckland: Faculty of Law. 
The award, valued at 
$1000, was presented to 
Lara in recognition of her 
achievement in placing 
first overall in Corporate 
Legal Studies. Lara, who 
completed a conjoint Law and Commerce degree with the 
assistance of a Simpson Grierson Law Scholarship, will now 
join the legal profession working for Brown Partners who 
specialise in Commercial Law.
(Photo with thanks to Lowndes Jordan)

Mats Nordlund (Exchange 
Student 1983–1984)
Vista recently received an email 
from Sweden regarding the post-
Rangitoto College academic and 
engineering career of exchange 
student Mats Nordlund. Upon 
returning to Sweden, Mats 
graduated from secondary school 
and joined the Swedish Air Force. 
Mats then studied for an engineering 
degree at university before 
completing a PhD at the world-
renowned Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology or MIT in Cambridge, Massachusetts, United 
States. With his doctorate in engineering, Mats secured a 
position with, and now leads, one of the many subsidiaries of 
the Swedish aviation, defence, automotive and engineering 
conglomerate, Saab (www.saab.com).

In his correspondence, Mats credits Rangitoto College 
for helping inspire him to pursue studies in physics (thanks 
to ex-teacher Mr Chris Smaill) and to become confident in 
a second language under the tutelage of ex-English teacher, 
Mrs Judy Moynahan.

Samuel Bradley (left 2005)
A more recent Rangitoto College Alumnus, Samuel Bradley, 
seems to be taking a somewhat similar career path to that 
of Swedish exchange student Mats Nordlund noted above. 
Samuel is not only a Royal New Zealand Air Force cadet but 
is also completing an engineering degree, in this case at The 
University of Auckland: Faculty of Engineering. In September, 
Samuel was the recipient of a BECA Engineering Scholarship 
which he will use to assist with his continuing studies which, 
he hopes, will see him in the future being involved in the 
designing of aircraft.

(Photos with thanks to www.performancecar.co.nz)
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TERM 4 IMPORTANT DATES
Monday 12 October
Tuesday 20 October

Wednesday 21 October
Monday 26 October

Friday 30 October
Wednesday 4 November

Thursday 5 November
Friday 6 November

Saturday 14 November
Friday 20 November

Thursday 26 November 
Wednesday 2 December 
Wednesday 2 December

Thursday 10 December
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Thursday 10 December 

Term 4 Begins 
Arts Awards Evening
Sports Awards Evening
Labour Day
Year 11 and Year 12 Full Reports Issued
Senior Prizegiving
Year 13 Full Reports Issued
Last Day for Senior Students
NCEA Exams Begin
Junior Exams Begin
Junior Exams Finish
NCEA Exams Finish
Year 13 Leavers’ Dinner
Junior Prizegivings
Junior Full Reports Issued
End of Term 4

05

03

12

06

The articles contained in this magazine are contributed on a voluntary basis.  Every effort is made to ensure that the contents are accurate.
Vista is edited by Mr Peter Harwood and Mrs Sharon Tate and published by Spacific Yearbooks Ltd.

#1: Four long-serving members of staff – Mr Clive Bartleet, Mr John Flinn, Ms Mary-Beth Martin and Mr Hugh 
Pollock – who have been at Rangitoto College for anywhere from 35 to 42 years!

#2: Alex Maloney (on the left) and her crew-mate Bianca Barbarich-Bacher hold aloft the World Women’s Open 420 
Sailing Championships trophy at Riva del Garda, Italy on 6 August 2009.

#3: The ‘Chord Busting Four’ comprising Wei Hao Hsu, Michael Lee, Vern Chow and Matthew Barraud, who won 
the New Zealand Young Singers in Harmony Male Barbershop Quartet Finals in mid-September.

#4:Rangitoto College’s Student Representatives hosting members of Long Bay College’s Student Council.

#1 #2

#3 #4
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PARENT TEACHER ASSOCIATION (PTA)
A Parents’ Evening with Celia Lashlie
On 30 July, the Rangitoto College PTA was thrilled to co-host a 
standing-room-only event for parents in the school auditorium 
to hear social commentator Celia Lashlie, the author of best 
seller He’ll Be Okay: Growing Gorgeous Boys into Good Men. 
This event was held in conjunction with the college’s ‘Building 
Exceptional Young Men’ programme, which aims to mentor 
the school’s male students. The event attracted an audience 
of 800 people and was sponsored by Mitre 10, to whom we 
are very grateful. The funds raised will be used to expand the 
Building Exceptional Young Men programme.
Dedicated members of the PTA led by Mrs Sally Thomas 
combined with the Building Exceptional Young Men team, 
to volunteer countless hours to ensure the evening was a 
success. Thank you to all those involved. 

Sports Equipment
The Rangitoto College PTA was delighted to have been able to 
donate the upwards of $10,000 needed to provide heavy-duty 
basketball hoops on the lower tennis courts for students to 
use during PE and for training purposes.

Meetings
The Rangitoto College PTA meets monthly in the upstairs 
staffroom in the Administration Block on the fourth 
Monday of each month at 7.30pm. The meetings are 
informal and fun, and last about 90 minutes. For parents 
interested in becoming further involved in their child’s 
education via the PTA, please contact the co-chairs Mrs 
Rachel Pound (phone 413 8034) or Mr Gerry Halcrow  
(phone 940 1956). 
The Final Meeting for 2009 is on 19 October. 

The Rangitoto College PTA is extending a special invitation to 
parents whose children will be Year 9 in 2010. Together with 
staff, information on the school’s RangiNet online system 
(ranginet.schoolsonline.co.nz) and on some of the special 
programmes within the school will be provided.

THANK YOU!
Rangitoto College students have received the support of the following companies 
during Term 3. We ask all our parents to support them, as they support your children.

Adventures Within Ltd
Albany Mad Butcher
Aroma Bakery
Backdoor Surf
Bakers Delight – Browns Bay
Tony Batistich
Craig Butt
Canon NZ Ltd
Rachel Chen
Cherry Beauty Salon
Sue Choo
Concord
Fay Lee Hsu Jui-Feng
Fitness Imports
Amy Foster
Gen-i/Telecom
Harcourts – Shirley Lee
Henkel Sellotape NZ Ltd
Hua Gao
Malcolm and Judy Humphries

HY Accountants Ltd
IVSE Vehicle Safety Specialist
Alier Lee
Kea Campers
Kensington Swan
Kiwida International Ltd
Even Liu
Massey University – Palmerston 
North
Qingjiang Mao
Maxine Armiger
Mitre 10 Mega – Albany
National Art Supplies Ltd
Josie Nees
Network Edge
New World - Albany
North Shore Leisure
Lai Chiew and Mei Yan Ng
Office of Hon Murray McCully MP
Part Two

Peter Poon
PHAT Fish Trust
Planet Fu
Portfolio Mortgage Company Ltd
Powrgard – Sports Distributors
Mark and Lynn Rutherglen
Royal Reed & Associates
SAS Sport
Storage 4 You
Kee Tan
Technology By Design
Eileen Sun
Ying Sun
On-Yee Tse
Vibration Exercises for Life Ltd
Viceroy Holdings – MITRE
Wan Fan Group Ltd
Windsor Park Baptist Church
Woodhill Mountain Bike Park
Karen Zhang
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ROLL OF HONOUR

alex maloney
For the second year in a row, a member of the Maloney family has appeared in the Roll of Honour as a World Champion! In 
2009, the title belongs to Alex* (Year 13) as the co-winner of the World Women’s Open 420 Sailing Championships in Italy. 
Alex and her crew-mate, Bianca Barbrich-Bacher from St Cuthbert’s College, entered the World Championships as one of the 
crews to watch due to their fourth placing a few weeks earlier in mid-July at the Volvo Youth Sailing ISAF World Championships 
in Bouzios, Brazil. Alex is now considering along with Bianca, the possibility of moving up a boat-class to the 470 and attempt 
to qualify for a place on the New Zealand team to compete at the 2012 London Olympic Games. *(Last year, Alex’s brother – 
Andy featured in the Roll of Honour after winning the World Laser Radial Youth Sailing Championships off Takapuna Beach).

SAM HENDERSON
Deputy Head Boy, Sam Henderson, is a multi-talented student who not only can, but does, put his abilities to good use 
across a range of activities at Rangitoto College. Beginning with academic awards for Drama, English, History, Science 
and Spanish in Year 11, Sam has not looked back. Along with his continued academic achievements, Sam’s Cricketing and 
Footballing skills have seen him represent the school in the respective First XI teams. The foot skills exhibited by Sam 
on the sports field, have also served him well as a thespian where he has won numerous awards for his acting ability. To 
cap things off ‘dramatically’, earlier this year Sam helped to organise and choreograph Rangitoto College’s winning Stage 
Challenge production – Silent Voices. 

Alastair McDowell
In 2008, Alastair McDowell (Year 13) secured an overall NCEA grade of Excellence and this year seems to be continuing 
on a similar path having already achieved an A+ grade in a University of Auckland - Stage 1 Calculus paper! The time 
management and focusing skills required to achieve such results have also served Alastair well in other pursuits. He 
has represented Rangitoto College in Cross-country Running, Football and Orienteering. Alastair has been able to 
combine the attributes from some of these sports with his great interest in the New Zealand outdoors. Recently Alastair 
participated in a leadership course at the prestigious Sir Edmund Hillary Outdoor Pursuits Centre and has been the 
recipient of a Duke of Edinburgh Gold Award.

Julie (Meng Yu) Hu
A casual glance at Year 13 student - Julie Hu’s academic achievements along with her extensive list of extracurricular 
activities, it begs the question – “Are there enough hours in the day to do all that?” Last year, Julie secured 27 Excellent 
grades in Level 2 NCEA which ranked her amongst the Top 10 students academically at Rangitoto College. Away from her 
academic studies, Julie is a member of the female Choir group – SOS, and the school’s two female Barbershop groups – 
the ‘Flash Girls’ Chorus and the ‘Collect All Four’ Quartet that competed in the Young Singers in Harmony New Zealand 
Finals in Term 3. Furthermore, just to make sure that there was no possibility of being accused of having ‘down-time’, 
Julie is also involved with Rangitoto College’s – Amnesty International, Future Problem Solving and SADD groups!

Johann Timmer
During Term 3, while many of his school-mates were shivering through a New Zealand winter, Johann Timmer (Year 13) 
was experiencing the balmy warmth of Brisbane, Australia and then not long after, the heat of Alanya in southern Turkey. 
Johann was in these exotic locations representing New Zealand in the Volleyball disciplines of Indoor and Beach at the 
respective Australian Interstate Junior Volleyball Championships and the World Junior Beach Volleyball Championships. 
Then as Vista #7 goes to press, Johann will again be wearing the ‘Silver Fern’ as he captains the New Zealand Under 
19 team against Australia in a five-match series. In the future, Johann would like to secure a Volleyball scholarship at an 
American university and also possibly represent New Zealand at the 2016 Olympic Games in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. 

Paul Minors
Success on the international stage, not only saw Paul Minors (Year 13) being crowned as the co-winner of the FedEx 
International Trade Challenge in Singapore but also make an appearance on prime-time TV3 News back here in New 
Zealand! (www.3news.co.nz/Kiwi-students-take-out-International-Trade-Challenge-/tabid/369/articleID/115833/cat/41/
Default.aspx). This media spotlight moment was all good training for Paul, who soon after ‘trod the boards’ before a live 
audience as one of the leads in the Rangitoto College Senior Shakespeare production – The Comedy of Errors. Given 
both the entrepreneurial and performance skills he has exhibited in different forums, it is little wonder that Paul has since 
been nominated for a PricewaterhouseCoopers scholarship. 
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